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Jussi Viitanen had a speech about EU Timber regulation and how to implicate it in the region of South East Europe. He stressed that even illegal logging is a problem in Europe, there is no common definition what is illegal logging and who are the operators. It is important to define it, and to make clear differences between legal and illegal logging. Also one of the problems is that there is no real monitoring about illegal logging. REC (Regional Environment Center) has some studies about illegal logging in the region of South-East Europe, and there is a report form WWF, but some jointly framework is still missing. 

It is necessary to define the main cause of illegal logging in SEE region; is it a need or greed? Lots of activities are poverty driven for subsistence and wood fuel; and on the other side gangs are organizing large-scale illegal logging using holes in legal framework (corruption and weak institutions). In SEE illegal logging is not a large problem, like in many tropical countries, but it exists, and it ranges from few percent in most of the South-East Europe countries to around 10 % in Albania.

In March 2013 EU Timber Regulation should become operational, and its aim will be to eliminate trade in illegal timber in the EU. Main obligations of EU TR are to prohibit placing on EU market illegally harvested timber and products that are derived from such timber. EU countries would enforce EU Timber Regulation because it’s good move toward suppression of illegal logging. According to the World Trade Organisation, the TR is a trade barrier, but without it the wood would be sold without any restrictions. Duty of traders is to keep records on their suppliers and customers.

EU TR also requires EU traders who place timber products on the EU market for the first time to exercise “due diligence”. “Due diligence„ consists of three parts: 1. Information- it is important to know where timber comes from and if it complied with national legislation. 2. Risk assessment- it is important to assess the risk of percentage of illegal wood based on additional information, in risk assignment there is a lot about information sharing and trust. 3. Risk mitigation- to mitigate the risk of illegal timber in supply chain operator has to require additional information and verification from wood supplier.

 EU TR is covering all timber products, including soil wood products, flooring, plywood, pulp and paper; and it doesn’t cover rattan, bamboo, recycled products and printed papers (like books, newspapers, etc.).

Regulation applies to both imported and domestically produced products.

EFI experiences are that is necessary to involve deeper in this problem and it is necessary to better understand reasons for illegality, especially the social related ones. It is a long term process including Governmental reforms; also it is necessary to distinguish need from greed. It is necessary to have broad stakeholders’ involvement with clear role; including civil society, industry and government. Capacity building and capacity development is needed.  Implementation of EU TR would be a hard work; there is a need of leadership to identify the right leaders and a right person to disseminate right information. It is also important to not focus only on export, but consider domestic market too.

DISSCUSSION

During discussion it was discussed if it is necessary to have EUTR certificate if it is already certified by FSC or PEFC, and why FSC/PEFC certificate is not enough? EU TR is important to verify origins of timber; and to know where timber comes from it would be necessary to have it. EUTR is additional step to certification, because with FSC/PEFC certificate the demands of EUTR are not fulfilled. 

Also it was concluded that there is no national authority who is promoting EUTR, and for countries from SEE that exports timber to EU the only condition to follow is to follow the management plan and the national legislation when exporting to EU, and if the EU country has doubts about supplier, it will stop the trade. There is a need for further research about the impact of EU TR to non EU countries.

Regarding the VPA (Voluntary Partnership Agreement), some EU countries have VPAs with several African countries (e.g. Congo, Liberia, etc.), but from SEE countries there hasn’t been any official request for VPA till now. Regarding process of VPA, the process starts with governmental demand to the local EU delegation who contacts EFI for professional assistance in explaining what VPA is. This is followed by seminars and workshops where further knowledge is shared. After these steps, an official request is submitted to start negotiations.

Regarding promotion of EU TR, mostly governments are promoting it. Private sector is not promoting EU TR, and they prefer FSC or FCPF because they are market based mechanisms, but EU TR is bringing better order on the market. 

Similar regulations like EU TR exist in US, Canada, Australia…

