Jussi Viitanen notes:
Implementation of the EU Timber Regulation in SEE countries

PRESENTATION
1. Definition of illegal logging

· no general statement or common definition exists

· no monitoring or size is known of the illegal logged wood in the world

2. Characteristics of illegal logging:

· low investments

· high profit
· low risk of getting caught

· difference between need and greed

3. EU timber Regulation:

· plan of some EU countries to enforce the TR is a good move toward suppression of illegal logging

· according to the World Trade Organization, the TR is a trade barrier, but without it the wood is sold without any restrictions

· the traders should keep records of their suppliers and customers
4. What is Due Dilligance?

· to have information where the timber comes from

· to assess the risk of percentage of illegal wood based on additional information

· risk mitigation – to ask verification of supply wood

TR is covering only timber products and not recycled ones.

5. EFI experience:

· measure illegality through governance approach

· understand reasons for illegality, especially the social ones

· it is a long term process including the Governmental reforms

· to distinguish need and greed

· to have broad stakeholders involvement with clear role, civil society, industry and Government

· in order to understand the illegality a capacity development is needed

· implementation is difficult and leadership is needed
· collect and disseminate information between stakeholders

· don not focus only on export, but consider the domestic market too

DISSCUSSION

· additional step to certification is the source of wood (with the FSC/PEFC certificates, the demands of the EUTR are not fulfilled)

· in countries there is no national authority who is promoting the EU TR

· if one EU country has doubts about it supplier, it will stop the trade

· the only condition to follow is to follow the management plan and the national legislation when exporting to EU

· the FSC has higher standards then the national regulation provisions, but it still does not fulfill the requirements of the EUTR

· some EU countries have VPA’s with several African countries (Congo, Liberia,etc), but this is still not the case in the SEE region

· the process of VPA’s starts with a governmental demand to the local EU delegation who contacts EFI for professional assistance in explaining what is a VPA. This is followed by seminars and workshops on which further knowledge is shared. After, an official request is submitted to start the negotiations
· Governments are usually the ones promoting the EUTR, the private sector is against (stating that the FSC is enough)

· Similar to the EUTR regulation exists in US, Canada, Australia…

· There is a further need for research on the impact of TR to the non EU countries

